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"The undersigned members of the Committee on Federal Rela- 
tions, being unable to agree to the report presented by the com- 
mittee, desire to present for the consideration of the Convention 
‘the views that they entertain and that they believe the people 
of Missouri entertain in relation to the causes that have led to 
the present alarming condition of our béloved Union, and the 
‘course that if pursued-would most ‘likely lead to an amicable 
adjustment of the issues involved in the present crisis, preserve 


the Union from further disintegration, and ‘restore peace and 


harmony te our divided and distracted country. 

Within the lifetime of many now living, our Federal Govern- 
ment, the best that the wisdom of man ever devised, was created 
and put in successful operation ; its first President was inaugu- 
' qated in March, 1789, and from that time through a long series 

-f years it continued to increase in territory and population, in 
wealth and power, with а rapidity ‘hitherto unparalleled in the 
‘history of ‘nations, until twenty sovereign States were admit- 
ted as members of the Union, formed by the original thirteen; 
and-until a comparatively recent period these States were ail 
one People, one-in sympathy, one in fraternal feeling, one in 
patriotic devotion to аё common Union, of which all were 
proud. How is it now? Fraternal feeling has fled; a spirit 
“of od iex determined hostility.has taken its place; State stands 
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arrayed against State, and section against section, arming b 
a deadly conflict; seven of the States have withdrawn from the, 
Union that their fathers made, and made a Union of their own, 
and a Federal Government of their own ; that Government with 
one of the most clear-headed and sagacious statesman of the 
age at its head, is organized in full operation, exercising all 
the powers of sovereignty, and prepared to defend its ыға 
by military power. | 
Other States, alarmed for the safety of their slave instet: ^ 
tions, are preparing to follow their example; the din of | 
preparation for civil strife is heard on every hand, and. that 
once, glorious Union, so dear to the heart of every [onu 
patriot, is now in the progress of its dissolution. 

- There is cause for all this; a free people capable of self- 
government do not destroy institutions of which they were 
once so proud, and incur all the risks of civil strife, without 
some adequate cause; all experience demonstrates that man- 
kind are more disposed to bear with great and pressing evils 
than to resort to revolution with all its attendant horrors. 


It is our duty to examine into the causes that have envi- 
roned the Union with perils and threatened its utter destruc- 
tion, and, if possible, devise a plan to save it from further 
алран. When we look back over the history of our- 
country, we see arising in the Northern States an anti-slavery 
party, whose sole cohesive principle was a bitter hostility 

to the slave institutions of the Southern States. At first tha 
party was weak, its members few, and scattered abroad, and 
considered by the Northern people themselves as mischievous: 
fanatics: it continued gradually, but steadily, to increase, | 
until political parties began. to court its aid; from this time 
it pr ogressed rapidly in numbers, and increased in its viru 
lence and hatred to Southern slave institutions and to slave 
holders. Political demagogues, to promote their own selfisl 
ends, pandered to its predjudices from the political rostrum; 
Sensation preachers, to increase their own importance, Sab; 
bath after Sabbath, proclaimed its incendiary doctrines fro 
the pulpit, instead of preaching peace on earth and good-will ——— 


5 
among men. It seized on the literature of the North and 
corrüpted it in all.its channels. PES 
‘Books written to inéuleate its destructive onesies were in- 

troduced into its Sabbath scliools, common schools and insti- 
tutions of learning of higher grade. | 

-А large portion of the Northern press, literary, religious 
and political, teemed with articles misrepresenting and de- 
nouncing Southern institutions and Southern men. 


Nourished and fostered by these means, this anti-slavery’ 


party obtained the control of the governments of the free 
States, and as those States came under their control. they 
violated the compact that united them to their sister States 
of the South. By that compact they had covenanted that a 
fugitive slave found within their, borders should be delivered 
up upon demand of his master. They violated that compact, 
1st, By failing to enact laws providing for his delivery ; 
2d, By refusing the master aid and permitting their lawless 
citizens to deprive him of his property by mob violence ; 

8d, When Congress-interposed’for his relief by the enact 
ment of the Fugitive Slave Law, they trampled that law un- 
der foot, and nullified it by deliberate State legislation. 

By the.compact that united the Northern States to their 
Southern sisters, they covenanted that they, upon demand 
made, would deliver up for trial any fugitive from justice 
charged (by indictment) with treason, felony or other crime. 
eee They have willfully and deliberately violated this covenant. 
They have (without passing laws to restrain them) permit- 
ted their citizens to invade the soil of Southern States, steal 
their slaves,-and incite them to insurrection ;-and when the 
felon has been indicted and demanded, they have refused to 
give him up, and, to add insult to injury, they have justified 
the act by enunciating a proposition that strikes at the foun- 
. dation of slave institutions, that as man cannot hold property 

іп тайп, therefore slave stealing is no crime; and while there 
ав been hitherto no just ground of complaint against the 
~ Federal Government, that Government has been powerless to 
remedy the evil. 
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This anti-slavery party, after having divided church organ- 
izstions and destroyed the noble old Whig and the gallan 
young. American party; has upon their ruins erected (in disre- 
gard of the warning voice of the Father of his Country) » 
purely sectional party called the Republican party. 

We do not desire to do that party injustice. It should be 
judged as all other parties are judged, by its platform and the 
priciples enunciated by its representative men, and.upon-the 
enunciation of which the party elevates them to power. 

That party through its chosen leader proclaimed the danger- 
ous and. destructive heresies that our Federal Government can: 
not continue to exist as our fathers made it, part slave and: 
part free; that in that condition it is a house divided against | 
itself and oan not stand ; that it must become all one or all the 
other ; that an irrepresssible conflict is progressing between 
freedom and slavery, and that it must continue. until the public’ 
mind can rest satisfied in the belief that slavery is in the process 
of extinction ; that hereafter the slave property e£ Southern 
men shall be taken from them by Gongressional legislatien, if 
they take it with them into the Territories,the common property 
of all the States. mE 

The free States, deaf to the earnest remonstrances of their 
Southern sisters, regardless of the warning voice of a people; 
jealous ef their rights, endorsed the doctrines of that party and 
elevated its leader to the Presidential chair by large majorities- 
in all the free States, except one, thus placing the Federal Gov- 
ernment, to whieh the South had hitherto looked. as its friend, 
in the hands of its enemies. 0-03: 


These are the causes that have dissolved: the Union, and һауе: 
driven State after State beyond its pale; and these are the 
eauses that. will drive the remaining slave States out of the 
Union, unless these sectional issues can be settled-upon some: 
basis consistent with security to their Slave institutions. 


This Convention was ealled for no ordinary purpose, it has! 
assembled upon no ordinary occasion. while the people of Mis- | 
souri will never surrender their slave institutions at the bidding: 
af, any eartlily power; they ardently. desire the: preservation. e£ 
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the Union and the preservation of their slave mstitutions in the 
Union ; this is the high mission to which this Convention is 


 ealled; this can be accomplished only by action, prompt, de- 


cided action. Delay is dangerous; we know not, no human 
sagacity can penetrate the dark vail that hides the future and 
tell us at what hour the country may be aroused from its re- 
pose by the clash of arms. The plan proposed by the com- 
mittee is, that this Convention request the Legislature to pass 
an act calling on Congress to call a National Convention, to pro- 
pose a basis of settlement in the shape of amendments to the 
Constitution, to be afterwards submitted to the States for rati- 
fication or rejection. This amounts to doing. nothing, literally 
nothing ; if the plan was practicable, it would require eighteen 
months or two years to carry it into effect. But is it practicable, 
is there a reasonable ground to hope that it would save the 
Union? Let us see: Congress can only act when called on by 
two thirds of the States ; Congress takes the position that the 
seceded states are yet in the Union. On this basis it would re- 
quire the aetion of Legislatures of -twenty-three States uniting 
in the call. Several of these Legislatures have already taken 
their position against any amendments, consequently would not 
unite in the call, and the plan would fall still-born. 


But even if such a Convention should assemble, how would 


matters stand? Eight Slave States (if they remained in the 


Union, which:is exceedingly doubtful) would go into Con- 
vention with nineteen Free States,and take such amend- 
ments as tho those States controlled by an anti-slavery party 


‘might be dispc disposed-to grant. 


The preservation of the Union in the opinion of the minor- 


ity should be the earnest desire not only of every American 


patriot but also of every friend of civil liberty throughout 
ihe habitable globe ; that this may be done is the earnest 
prayer of every American mother throughout this Great Repub- 
lic ; that it shall be preserved is the fixed determination of a 


large majority of the citizens of the Border Slave States whose ` 


citizens have ever been not only loyal to the Constitution and the 


Union, but also among the foremost in times past, when their ` 
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country was in danger, to peril their lives to uphold her institu-. 
tions. These States by assuming the .position of mediators 
between the hostile sections, and taking a decided position, and 
proclaiming to those sectional parties who are now arming for. 
fraternal strife, that they shall keep the peace—these States 
by meeting each other in convention, and agreeing on meas- 
ures of compromise and adjustment founded on the prin- . 
ciples - of equal rights and justice to all, and by firmly, e 

in э spirit of fraternal kindness, insisting ón the compromises 
во agreed upon as the basis on whichall irritating differences 
Shall be settled, can, in the opinion of the uridersigned, be~the 
means of preserving the Union, reconstructing it upon a per- 
manent basis, reconciling conflicting interests, and restoring. 
, peace and tranquility to the country... 
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1. Resolved, by the People of the State of Missouri, їп 
Convention assembled : | 

‘Ast. That the State of Missouri invites the State of Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, Maryland, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ar- 
kansas and Delaware, to send Commissioners to meet in Con- 
vention with Commissioners appointed by Missouri › at the 
city of Nashville, Tennessee, on the day of 
' next, to agree upon a basis of settlement by way of constitu- 
tional amendments that will preserve the Union, and afford 
an adequate guarantee for the preservation of their slave h- 
stitutions and the constitutional rights of their citizens, and 
to take such steps as they may deem necessary to have ip 
amendments presented to the people of the free States for 
ratification or rejection. 

2. That be and they are hereby а Com- 
missioners to represent the State of Missouri in said Орао 
tion. | | 

8. That — is hereby appointed a Commissioner to the 
State of Virginia ; Commissioner to North Carolina ; 
- Commissioner to Maryland; Commissioner ito 
Kentucky ; —— Commissioner to Tennessee ; Commis- 
sioner to Arkansas, and Commissioner to Delaware; 
and said Commissioners are hereby authorized by the State of 
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Missouri to present to the proper authorities of the said 
States, respectively, a copy of these resolutions, and to urge 
upon them the appointment of Ееее to the Con- 
vention contemplated therein. | 

4. Resolved, That the Commissioners АЎ: to said 
Convention by Missouri are directed to present to said Conven- 
tion for their consideration the resolutions commonly known as 
the Crittenden compromise measures, extending the provisions 
with reference_to territory south of the line, to after-acquired 
territory, and to say, on behalf of Missouri, that those reso- 
lutions, or any other basis of settlement upon which the border 
slave States can agree, will be satisfactory to Missouri. 

The people of the State of Missouri being satisfied that the 
plan proposed in these resolutions will (unless interrupted by 
civil strife) not only preserve the Union, but afford a fair 
prospect for a reconstruction by bringing. back the seceded 
States; they, therefore, earnestly appeal to the General Gov- 
ernment and the seceded States to stay the arm of military 
power and preserve the peace until tho plan proposed can be 
fully tried. And, to enforce such appeal, they would state it 
as their settled conviction, that an attempt at coercion, under 
any pretext, would result in civil strife, and forever destroy all 
hope for the-preservation or reconstruction of the Union. 


| | JOHN T. REDD, 
г н. HOUGH. 


